
STATE OF TEXAS  
COUNTY OF DENTON 
CITY OF CORINTH 

On this the 9th day of June 2016 the City Council of the City of Corinth, Texas met in a Workshop Session at 5:30 pm 
at the Corinth City Hall, located at 3300 Corinth Parkway, Corinth, Texas.  The meeting date, time place and purpose 
as required by Title 5, Subtitle A, Chapter 551, Subchapter C, Section 551.041, Government Code, with the following 
members to wit: 

Members Present: 
Bill Heidemann, Mayor  
Joe Harrison, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Scott Garber 
Don Glockel 
Sam Burke  

Members Absent: 
Lowell Johnson 

Staff Members Present: 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager 
Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director 
Kim Pence, City Secretary 
Fred Gibbs, Planning & Development Director 
Mack Reinwand, City Attorney 
Jason Alexander, Economic Development Director 
Carrie West, Police Lieutenant 
Curtis Birt, Fire Chief 
Guadalupe Ruiz, Human Resource Director 
Chris Rodriquez, Financial Services Manager 
Caryn Riggs, Assistant Finance Director 
Jeremy Booker, Building Official   
Brenton Copeland, Technology Services 
Mike Brownlee, City Engineer   

CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Heidemann called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

PRESENTATION: 

1. Hold a discussion and receive direction regarding the Parkside Farms Subdivision.

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – over the last few month’s staff has been working with the
developer that is doing some new construction out in this area, trying to provide some relief for the citizens
and some concerns that they have regarding lighting and fencing and also traffic concerns. Tonight Cody
Collier is going to make a presentation and give the Council an overview on some things that we have been



able to accomplish over the last few months and also to talk about some options to relief the traffic concerns. 
We also have Fred Gibbs, our Planning and Development Director that will be assisting Cody on the 
presentation and also Carrie West our Police Lieutenant is here to address any police concerns.  

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – some of the prior considerations for concerns out there 
were no truck signs along Park Place to help detour pass thru traffic for large trucks in the subdivision and 
those signs were placed in March. The police department is not able to stop the large trucks from traveling 
through there with the intent of making a delivery. The intent and the only way the police officers can 
enforce the no trucks signs is if the trucks are utilizing that as a pass thru.  

We have also done traffic counts, one in February and a second one in March, both of those for Park Place 
was in the 85% of speed averaged 28 miles per hour. There was questions about purring in stop signs along 
some of the intersection of Park Place to help control traffic and speed. Unfortunately that is not an option, 
we cannot legally use stop signs as a speed control options. 

It was brought up to reduce the speed limit to 25 miles per hour and this Council does have the authority if 
you would like to do so to reduce the speed limit on Park Place. However, with the 85% of speed being 28 
miles per hour as it is now I don’t know that you would receive much of a benefit if at all from reducing the 
speed limit to 25 MPH. The other issue was the traffic volume and I don’t believe by reducing the speed 
limit to 25 miles per hour would actually help with the volume of traffic you are seeing on Park Place either. 

The police department has increased patrols for speed on the street and across the street. I checked with the 
police department this morning and they do not have any records of any citations issued for either no trucks 
and for speeding, specifically on Park Place. The developer was contacted and asked to route traffic away 
from Park place. 

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – both the builder and the developer are here tonight to 
elaborate on any of these concerns. Currently right now we have withheld all building permits out there until 
the fence issue that is adjacent to the Parks of Corinth is addressed. I do know the developer has met with 
those homeowners that are adjacent to it and I am sure he will elaborate on that. The developer has paid for 
the street light relocation with Oncor and we are now waiting on Oncor to physically go out there and do 
the work. It has been raining quite a bit lately and so it has to dry up a little bit before they can relocate that 
line. We are probably two weeks out from that happening.  

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – I have prepared three options, Option 1 if we remove the 
speed cushions off of Shady Rest Lane and allow folks to use Shady Rest Lane to get back and forth between 
Corinth Parkway and back through subdivisions I fully expect the traffic volumes to decrease on Park Place. 
Cushions were place there temporarily until the Post Oak Bridge re-opens. Option 2, is to look at reducing 
the speed limit to 25 MPH. That is an option however I don’t believe it will have any impact on the volume 
of traffic or the speed of traffic. Option 3, is the option to consider speed cushions on Park Place. It would 
certainly help but I am not sure if that is a great solution either. Speed cushions is what is moving people 
from Shady Rest Lane to Park Place so if you put the same condition on Park Place then most likely Shady 
Rest Lane will become the more preferred route, the down side to that is there are other areas in town where 
residents have requested speed cushion and we get in the business of continuing to place them and that will 
be an impact the city is going to see. On each set of speed cushions the cost will be about $3,500 a piece so 
two speed cushions on Park Place will be about $7,000 for that option.   

Councilmember Burke – can we take the ones off of Shady Rest and put them on Park Place? 



Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director- yes, we can. 

Councilmember Glockel – the reason we put in the speed humps on Shady Rest Lane was a measure to try 
to discourage fast traffic through this residential area while Post Oak was being built is the correct? 

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – yes. 

Karen Danks, 3700 Park Wood Court – against the variance. 

Jim Wallace, 1404 Park Place – thank you for the time and effort that everyone here at the City has put in 
trying to help us. We directly back up to the new development and we have been watching the construction 
going on for over a year. I have been here previously to speak on how my kids almost got run over because 
of the traffic on our street. We were told we were going to be helped with the retaining walls, we were told 
we were getting new fences, we were told they were going to join our HOA, we were told construction 
traffic would not go through our subdivision, we were told there would be no construction before 7:00 A.M. 
or after 7:00 P.M., not a single one of those things are being followed. I would ask that these things get 
remediated quickly so that we can move on with our lives and they can move on with theirs.   

Lisa Clawson, 1411 Park Place – I went back this evening at all my emails and I go back to March 2014, 
we are almost at 2 ½ years later. We are not against development, we offered to partner, we were promised 
the moon and I cannot think of one thing that he has actually held up too. I have been here 5 times asking 
for help and we are tired. We have tried to alert the City but at some point someone needs to be held 
accountable and we need some answers.  

Jera Walker, 1400 Park Place – no one has ever talked to me about a fence or having a fence putting a 
fence in. I have had increased water flowing into my backyard and it is washing away my soil. I tried for 
two weeks to get in touch with the builder and finally he came out and said they would do something about 
it and I have still not had anything done and they have not contacted me. I don’t let my kids play in my front 
yard anymore because they have almost been hit by vehicles. I love this neighborhood but I am seriously 
considering moving out because it is not the same environment it was four years ago.  

Juan Olivencia, 1403 Park Place – promises not delivered by the developer. The fences, the wall, joining 
the HOA. Etc. The traffic is horrible. Today I think I saw 3 trucks going through. 

Roy Grisham, 3905 Emerld Park – the primary concern at this point is the traffic. The City always have 
the right to put in place emergency exception to protect an at risk observation therefore, you could because 
you have young kids out of school that is exposed to danger and you could take action to lower the speed 
limit or put in a temporary stop signs in and you could take actions to fine the trucks. My recommendation 
is the general contractor should fine his subcontractor who are driving the trucks through the neighborhood 
and put the money in the HOA. There has not been one thing that has been done that we were told would be 
done. Any requests should be denied by the City Council that represents us.  

Reginald Rembert, Developer Parkside Farms – last year in 2015, was the rainiest year probably on 
record for the entire north Texas region. The number of workdays were very minimal so the project got way 
behind. As far as the HOA and assisting with the wall the residents said was promised, we have and still 
have full intentions of discussing an HOA merger with them and we have not done anything yet that relates 
to an HOA yet but the problem is we still do not have a subdivision officially accepted yet by the City of 



Corinth and the main reason we don’t have our subdivision is because of the street light, that street light was 
put in place per plan that one resident raised an issue which costs the developer $1,800 which was an 
unnecessary expense because we put the street light per plan which is where we put lights in all the 
communities, we put street lights at the end of a cul-de-sac and that is where they normally go. I was 
requested to move it and yes I did have a concern about moving a light that was already installed and already 
paid for and to leverage the subdivision which is still being leveraged today mainly for that light, we have 
paid for the light and Oncor is in the process of relocating the light.  

Again, as a merger of an HOA they do get HOA fees and they do get a fee for coming into the HOA some 
of the upfront money we are talking about would be an assessment to come in to the HOA as a one-time fee 
and they could use that money to assist with the wall or whatever.  

As far as the residents that spoke the gentlemen that complained about the light and his fence not being up, 
I met with him and told him I had a concern however, I did purchase the light. He has a home that is within 
10 feet of the property line with no fence, well he is under the impression and that someone told him that 
would never be developed behind him and that is why he bought his property so he is upset at someone one. 
We have full intentions of installing a fence however, we went through the subdivision and we want to 
install the fences on a lot by lot basis as we build the house we were not going perimeter the whole thing. 
We have since talked to the Planning department and I met with a fence company and one of the problems 
we have there to come in and build a perimeter fence everywhere is we are going to do significant damage 
to the screening along the rear of these properties. We don’t have a problem doing it, we will come in and 
won’t take out any protected trees but all the brush and underbrush, the residents will lose privacy and that 
will be the next issue that Council will be hearing about. We will have to do some significant vegetation 
clearing that will affect some of the resident’s privacy.  

We are not here to not do a good job and the community will be very successful but right now the City holds 
the cards and you still have $150,000 letter of credit on file for this project that has not been released. We 
have been trying to get that released for six months. We don’t know what else we can do as a developer and 
a builder, we have requested our dumps and trucks not to use… we have exhausted all of our means and we 
don’t want a bad reputation in the City of Corinth as far as developing but sometimes residents are not as 
sensitive to construction because their lives are affected and we understand that. It is a construction site and 
a construction zone and it is temporary. 

Councilmember Harrison – I assume it is your subcontractors and trucks that are going over there at odd 
times is that correct? 

Kyle Williams, Builder, Parkside Farms – the problem is these are independent contractors that work for 
us they hire sub-contractors to deliver their sand, brick, lumber, sod and so forth and there is no way for us 
to be able to fine them. They are not a First Texas Home employee and I cannot tell them to not drive on 
those streets. We have signs that we ordered they have not come in yet that will be placed at both entrances 
that say “No Deliveries” from this time to this time. 

I have an idea if we put temporary barricades up at the end of the subdivision that does into theirs or on that 
street that could just be moved out of the way by firemen if they need to get through there. I think that would 
be the cheapest thing to keep people from cutting through. If you pull up Google Map and punch it in it 
takes you right down Park Place.  

Lisa Clawson, 1411 Park Place – deliveries at 5:00 A.M. happen, we have phots and we have sent them. 



Joining the HOA I have sat in with Reginald and he said he was interested. The last contact I had was from 
October 2014, we have to vote to add them to our HOA and that takes time. I would ask why are you not 
working on this now.   

Reginald Rembert, Developer Parkside Farms – I spoke earlier that we are very interested in joining and 
talking to them about merging the HOA’s. It will be before you decide to start collecting HOA’s or moving 
people into the homes over there. We have a large list on our plate and we just have not got to that. Can we 
work out a deal to merge the two? I don’t know.. but we are planning to sit down with them and work out 
an agreement with them but we have not got to that point yet.   

Kyle Williams, Builder, Parkside Farms – we are getting bids to come in and clear out some of the trees 
and we are going to use the least expensive of the two. The scope of the work is going to be coming in and 
clearing all the brush and taking any tree basically under 3 inches if that is allowed and I think anything 
under 3 inches is allowed. They are also going to be coming in and clearing those trees up to about 8 to 10 
feet and that will open up some of their views on ours but those trees are for the most part contained on our 
lots.  

Lisa Clawson, 1411 Park Place – I have the minutes from April 17, 2014 Council meeting and on page 5 
of those minutes Mr. Rembert says I agree to install a six foot cedar picket fence along the entire property 
line and I would like to go on record that I would agree to a $20.00 per foot allowance for residents to replace 
their fences or I can replace them myself. I think part of the original solution was to get feedback and work 
with the residents on what kind of fence they wanted. Some people might want an eight foot.   

Reginald Rembert, Developer Parkside Farms – there is a lot of moving parts to this fence. There is a lot 
of things to work out here, you are talking about heights of fences and clearing brush. Fred Gibbs has told 
us we need individual permits this could take a minute to get. If Mr. Wallace’s fence needs to go up right 
away I think we can address that but there is effort that has to be put into this and it cannot happen in the 
next seven days so I just wanted to get that on record.  

Councilmember Burke – who is the president of your HOA? 

Lisa Clawson, 1411 Park Place – Michael Long and he is not here. 

Councilmember Burke – we are here what do you want? There is no doubt it will take longer if he does it 
lot by lot. If you want it fast, we have his attention. If you want them built piece-milled they will go up when 
the houses go up and none of them are up. I am confused about what the expectation is? 

Lisa Clawson, 1411 Park Place – I am not on the board but I believe I can say there are about 11 homes 
that are affected, Park Place and Park Wood. Are annual HOA meeting is Tuesday night on the 14th here at 
City Hall. I think our biggest issue is we waited 2 ½ years and have not been contacted at all to talk about 
options, there has been no options. I think if he had come during those two years and said hey I can do it all 
at once I could do eight foot etc. then the homeowners would have had a say in it but in 2 ½ years there has 
been no discussion. 

Councilmember Burke – there is clearly a breakdown in communication. There are competing demands 
that are being made here and that is not going to get anything solved. 



Reginald Rembert, Developer Parkside Farms – it was our initial plan to put in fencing with the new 
homes on a per lot basis. There are several homes that already have new fencing.  

Councilmember Burke – are you all saying there is nothing in your contract that allows you any recourse 
against your sub’s if they are hiring people that are not following our codes? 

Kyle Williams, Builder, Parkside Farms – sure there is recourse, we could always try to hire someone 
else but if anyone been watching the news it is hard to find anybody to work for you period that does not 
already have enough work so it is not like we can go out there and find a sand contractor and have them 
show up. It does not exist out there right now. There is more work then there are vendors and contractors. 

Councilmember Harrison – we talked about eleven homes that we are dealing with is that correct? 

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – it is actually 7 homes in Parkside Farms and impacts 
11 homes of the Parks of Corinth. 

Councilmember Harrison - it is the seven lots that we are going to put a fence up? 

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – yes, 

Councilmember Harrison – if you have a house that is built on the other street, I would assume whenever 
you build that home you are going to put the fence up for that home strictly. The homeowners need to decide 
if you are going to do it individually or as a group? The rest of the City puts it up individually. We have four 
under construction right now and those fences are going to go up individually as they sell the home. 

The light has been disconnected about 3 months ago and the developer is going to fix the light, that light is 
not bothering anybody now because it is not there. The business about the builder said he cannot enforce 
the 7:00 to 7:00 curfew we have several new residential areas and they are abiding by the 7:00 to 7:00 and 
I think you are wrong as a builder that you are abiding with it, we don’t have problems anywhere else that I 
am aware of. I certainly understand the market currently but somebody has to be held accountable. I don’t 
think that I as a Councilperson and the City and this is my own opinion as far as saying you have to accept 
their HOA I can’t tell you to do that, that is between you and them.  

The drainage, everywhere in the City of Corinth we have drainage problems. If they have a standing pool 
behind their house and if you feel the developer or builder that the drainage is coming from you then I would 
expect you to fix it. Let’s just work it out. If it is a six foot fence or board on board, that is a decision you 
made and you agreed to do it with the city. 

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – the only thing the City would ensure is that it is at 
least the six foot cedar fence because that is how the Council approved their PD and anything beyond that 
is between the property owner and the builder. As far as the HOA that is an agreement that would have to 
occur between the two entities. It was not subject to approval for the PD but I will add that the HOA is an 
important facet at the end of the day because before the City can file that final plat the HOA deeds and 
covenants needs to be submitted to make sure the maintenance responsibility on that particular subdivision 
has a person that is responsible for the maintenance. It is going to have to happen regardless whether they 
join the existing HOA of the Parks of Corinth or create their new one.  



Councilmember Garber – are there mechanisms in place to ensure that these things are followed through, 
the individual home building permits rather than holding up the builders money with the zoning request? Is 
there anything that we can’t ensure that does not get done because of the apparent lack of communication 
that we can’t handle through the platting or through the individual home building? 

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – the process before we stop building permits because 
of all these issues, the process was simply they come in when they are ready to build a house on one of those 
7 lots, they come in and pull a building permit. As part of that building permit they have to pull a fence 
permit as well, we have been doing it that way for years, most Cities do it that way. We don’t require a fence 
for a residential lot, you do not have to have a fence to build a house here but most have them. We wanted 
something from the adjacent property owners that we know were affected by this, we communicated to the 
builder and developer that we need something from them to make sure that communications has been open. 
So when we go out there and inspect it we see that has been followed through. We won’t issue that building 
permit and or fence permit until that exercise has happened. That is our common practice.  

You can approach it two different ways, you can do it all at once or you can do it lot by lot. Those are the 
two ways that you can ensure it gets done. We have the ability to hold certain things up during the process 
such as building permits or accepting the subdivision is another one, not issuing inspections is another one. 
We are trying to find a happy ending and keep the project moving but also trying to satisfy some of the 
concerns that we have heard tonight,  

Councilmember Burke – I feel like one of the things that we have constructed Mr. Gibbs to do or he’s done 
which is not issuing anymore permits has possibly created part of the problem. If he is not issuing any of 
these permits and you want him to go lot by lot there is not going to be any fence until everybody fence 
issue is worked out.  

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – currently we are not issuing any building permits for 
new homes, we will issue a separate fence permit to address part of the fencing because that is getting done. 
If you do it lot by lot that is a different process. They will come in and pull their house permit and in relation 
to that permit there will be a fence permit with that. Right now we are not issuing any building permits until 
we get some direction tonight.  

Councilmember Burke – the process is they have to get all their building permits which involves the 
process of going to each individual homeowner affected making sure that they agree with the fence that is 
going to be built then they can get their fence permit and once they have done all of that for each of the 
affected lots then they can get another building permit? 

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – correct, they can get the new home building permit 
for those lots.  

Councilmember Glockel – on Park Bend is there a legally posted sign from the City that says “NO THRU 
TRUCKS”?  

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – according to Cody, yes. 

Councilmember Glockel – then I would ask the police department that you enforce that. We have an 
Ordinance and we have what size trees that can be cut and what can’t be cut. We have a subdivision that has 



been approved and we have a fencing Ordinance. Your subdivision is not the first one that has been built 
that gets clear cut up to a fence and people move in and they want to retain this nice buffer. This buffer is 
on their property so we have to be cognizant of the fact that you don’t control that whole thing.  

The biggest problem I see of this whole discussion is you have 3 lots backed up to 5 lots, how can you pick 
an individual fence because one of these lots is going to have 3 of your lots so the person that has one lot in 
the middle does he have to have 3 different kinds of fences on his property to accommodate your desires? 
But this developer over here has to sell that lot and so it would be real difficult for him to have 3 different 
fences on one lot, then another lot you have two different kinds of fences on it. Of your 3 lots you have a 
minimum of two kinds of fences if each of you five over here pick a particular fence that is different, I don’t 
think that is practical at all. The plan that was approved and the agreement was that you would build a fence 
when the houses were built and they are not built yet. I think we have had a lack of communications and I 
think that is the biggest problem.  

The radios and excessive noise, you know it happens, you need to enforce it and the police department needs 
to enforce it. We have a noise ordinance so enforce it. Spend some extra time on this road enforcing the 
speed limit and working between 7:00 am to 7:00 pm with common sense. The thru truck thing work on that 
from a builder and developer side but the City needs to work on it as well. If we have legally posted signs 
let’s enforce it. Letting him build a fence of a consistent form then when it is all finished everybody’s fence 
looks good from both sides, does that make any sense? 

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – when you build these perimeter style type of fences 
you typically do them during the development of the subdivision because they are going to be a common 
fence maintained by a common entity such as an HOA. This one is a little more unique because they have 
some commonality of the fence but not the entire subdivision is getting that same type of treatment. The 
way that your ordinance reads is the developer who is responsible for the construction of this fence which 
has to be 6’ foot cedar but that was when Mr. Rembert was also the builder and developer and now that has 
changed over time and they have sold the lots off to the builder. We are trying to work through that as well, 
keep the project moving and get the fence built and the residents are heard as well so that is the middle 
ground we are trying to follow.  

Mayor Heidemann – if they wanted to put up a barricade there is that an acceptable practice? 

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – with a temporary barricade up it would stop but the down 
side is it does not work very long. They will move the barricade and drive through. Unless someone is there 
to constantly maintain the barricade putting them back up the first car that encounter it will move it out of 
the way and drive through. It sounds good in theory but does not work very long. 

Reginald Rembert, Developer Parkside Farms – we do not have a problem with a 6’ foot cedar fence 
which was what was promised and we will do that as soon as possible.  

Jim Wallace, 1404 Park Place – we have an HOA meeting here at City Hall net week and we would like 
to invite Mr. Rembert to that meeting and see if we can get this resolved. If you could show up with an 
example of what that fence looked like that would help. I am all for a new fence if that is an option. 

Reginald Rembert, Developer Parkside Farms – I am going out of town but I will try to make every effort 
to get back in town and get my flight pushed up earlier in the day so I can attend this meeting. I will get a 



hold of their HOA president to try to confirm whether or not I will be able to be there. 

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – tonight you have the option to give us direction on 
some of these things on the traffic, speed humps etc. 

Councilmember Burke – my opinion is pull the two off of the longer stretch of Shady Rest and put them 
on their street until the development is finished. 

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – by pulling those speed humps off of Shady Rest those 
residents will also have concerns as well.  

Councilmember Garber – I seem to remember two more speed cushions up into the neighborhood that 
was north of Shady Rest. I don’t remember that those residents speaking as loudly as the rest on Shady Rest 
about the speed cushions and perhaps we can take those two out of that neighborhood keep them on Shady 
Rest and put the other two to Park Place. Have we received a lot of feedback on these two speed cushions 
up in that neighborhood? 

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – when we installed them I had two residents who had called 
in and did not like them there and one of them was on the association. The president he liked it and a few 
minutes later the Vice President called and was displeased with it.  

Councilmember Garber – could one be on Corinth Bend and one down on Park Place or both on Park 
Place? 

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – I would put one on each street. 

Councilmember Harrison – whatever we put up there it is temporary and it is not going to be a permanent 
solution. Those houses are going to be built and you are going to have traffic. It is going to come down that 
street so this is a temporary solution and that traffic is coming through Park Place because it is a city street 
and as long as we all understand that. 

Councilmember Glockel – the studies indicate that the traffic on Park Place is slower than what it is on 
Shady Rest and Shady Rest has four speed humps. Is that correct? 

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – that is correct? We did two traffic studies on Shady Rest 
and the 85% speed on Shady Rest was exactly 30 miles per hour with the cushions in place. 

Lisa Clawson, 1411 Park Place – Shady Rest is a much wider road and those houses have huge front yards 
and the kids are not near the roads there. It is 2 miles faster there and I believe that is a collector road versus 
a residential road. You have addressed it with speed humps there.  

Councilmember Glockel – my point is that the majority or all of the rest of the town and this is not the only 
street that has kids living on it, it is 30 miles per hour. Our studies say and we have done two of them that 
people don’t go 30 miles per hour on it so I am hung up on why we would take this one street and try to 
make it to 25 miles per hour or put some speed humps on it and make people drive 20 miles per hour. When 
you get over here to Dalton, we are not trying to tell them to drive 25 miles per hour, the speed limit is 30 



miles per hour. I think we are putting things out there that are not necessary. 

Councilmember Garber – my understanding of the speed cushions was less about speed and more about 
traffic volume. Is that correct? 

Audience – that is correct. 

Councilmember Garber – maybe a possible solution is by adding speed humps on both streets that it would 
more normalize the traffic and maybe push more traffic back over to Shady Rest Lane because it is straighter 
and easier.  

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – interpreting the data, yes, close both traffic there, travel 
the same speed but the volume has increased, the only assumption I have is to avoid the speed cushions.  

Councilmember Garber – so we inadvertently created more volume through Park Place by using speed 
cushions on Shady Rest Lane and so by moving the speed cushions it would just be even more normalized 
volume either that or take all the speed cushions out and let it all normalize itself.  

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – that would be my recommendation. Take them all out and 
let the traffic do exactly what it is going to do and what the roads are designed to do.  

Councilmember Garber – did we give our word these would be installed until January or was that just an 
idea that they may be there until January on Shady Rest specifically? 

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – every conversation I have heard was that they were 
temporary and would be there until Post Oak Bridge re-opened.  

Councilmember Garber – ok, maybe we need to stick with that until Post Oak Bridge opens and just move 
those two from that northern neighborhood back over here to Park Place and it would normalize the volume 
and then they all come out in January.  

Councilmember Burke – I think we just tell people we had unintended consequences and this is where the 
unintended consequences ended up and we are making an adjustment.  

Carrie West, Police Lieutenant – to the residents when you see the trucks making those deliveries outside 
the allowable hours please call us. 

Lisa Clawson, 1411 Park Place – by the time we call they are already gone. That is the problem, they are 
in and out in about ten minutes.    

Carrie West, Police Lieutenant – our response time is right around 4 to 5 minutes so call us anyway. 
Maybe we will catch that description on Fritz Lane or Shady Rest. We need your help to be active in this as 
well.  

Fred Gibbs, Planning and Development Director – is the Council still open of issuing building permits 
on each one of these lots and have them build a fence or is it the intent to get the fence all built before we 



issue building permits on those lots? 

Councilmember Garber – the communication needs to improve dramatically and maybe this is the turning 
point. I think if the communication improves and we have mechanisms in place to make sure that the fences 
get built and the light is fixed and these things happen then I don’t know if there is going to be a huge issue 
with that.  

Councilmember Glockel – again I struggle with our agreement to build the fences as the lots are developed. 
I would like to see you go back and re-think that and maybe by the 14th come back with a proposal on how 
you think it could be done. I don’t want you to build fences today and not have all of your drainage and your 
lots built.  

Kyle Williams, Builder, Parkside Farms – it was my intentions prior to the permit being stopped that we 
were moving forward and doing the whole thing with a 6’ foot cedar fence. It was never brought to my 
attention that there was going to be any involvement of the buyer, they either want the fence or they don’t 
want the fence. There are some houses over there that they recently did some 8’ foot fences and we were 
going to give them the option if you want a 6’ foot fence or do you want to keep your 8’ foot fence. We 
walked back there to see what all we have on the back of this one house that did not have a fence, we were 
going to do that one first and just go through and do them all. We have our guy lined up to go in and clear 
it out and it is not clear cut it is cleaning it up. It will look better.  

In reference to the drainage issue a resident has and Councilmember Harrison stated going in there and 
fixing it, it is not that simple. I was out there on Thursday when we had 4” inches of rain and the problem 
on that particular lot which is the first one on Corinth Bend, the trees that are there existing are higher than 
her fence line so the only water that is going in that yard is where those trees are and rolling back in there. I 
actually took video of it where it is going in her back corner and it is actually draining back on to our property 
and cutting through these trees and we can alleviate that issue by cleaning up a few trees by taking a few out 
here and there and putting small swales in and draining back towards that drainage easement and bringing 
it all around. It is a relatively simple thing we just have to get the contractor out there. It has been three 
weeks ago now and this week has been dry. We are willing to do that. 

Councilmember Harrison – I would like to see the fences along the fence line uniform with whatever you 
decide to do. A flat 8’ foot fence all the way around.  

Reginald Rembert, Developer Parkside Farms – I don’t think we committed to an 8’ foot fence. We 
committed to a 6’ foot fence. We are willing to do a 6’ foot fence just like the record states back when we 
got the subdivision approved. We will stop a fence at a property line to complete the fence line in 
somebody’s back yard. We will not piece mill it along the way. We will complete a fence at the next property 
line and that will keep the conformity as we move along. 

Councilmember Glockel – how are you going to treat those lots that are smaller than your lots that already 
have a fence, are you going to not put a fence on your section of that lot? 

Reginald Rembert, Developer Parkside Farms – if they already have a fence and it is a nice fence or a 
new fence, which I think there is only a couple of houses, everyone will probably get a new fence. I think 
there are two fences there that are new. The rest will get new fences with the exception of two residents that 
have a new 8’ foot fence already.  



Councilmember Glockel – your fence is on your property and their fence that is existing I assume is on 
their property, would you tie the two together? Or just butt up to it? 

Reginald Rembert, Developer Parkside Farms – you can butt right up to it because we have 18” inches 
to work within according to the fence guy. We will try to butt right up to their fence.  

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – I want to have some clarification as far as the speed 
cushions, we want to move the upper two speed cushions off of Shady Rest and place those on Park Place 
and Corinth Bend until the Post Oak Bridge re-opens, Is that the Council’s consensus? 

It was the consensus of the Council to move the upper two speed cushions off of Shady Rest and place 
on Park Place and Corinth Bend until the Post Oak Bridge re-opens.  

Cody Collier, Acting Public Works Director – I will try to get the hardware locally if I can’t and have to 
order the hardware it could take two to three weeks to get it back but I will get them in as soon as possible.  

2. Receive a presentation, hold a discussion, and provide staff direction on the Fiscal Year 2016-
2017 Annual Program of Services and Capital Improvement Program. 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – this is the first meeting of many to go over the budget. We 
have got some financial assumptions and forecast numbers. Tonight we are only going to go through the 
methodology changes that we have done, Benefits, General Fund and Utilities. In this financial that we have 
today, we still have a lot of assumptions and we will walk you through those that we have in here. On July 
7, 2016 we will go through over the Storm Drainage Fund, the Sales Tax Funds, Impact Funds and all the 
Special Revenue Funds.  

 
Last year we had some indications from the Councilmembers that they would like to see a different type of 
budget methodology. Zero-Based still goes through line item budgeting and I want to be able to provide 
some of this to the Council so you could see how much the service levels where. Specifically how much we 
were expending for patrol, for special events, and for payroll and in order to do that we had to implement 
service level budgeting. 

 
Starting with fiscal year 2016-2017 staff implemented service level budgeting emphasizing the decision 
package features of zero based theories. 

  
We had the departments rank everything in Core Services, which is everything we need to stay viable for 
the health, safety and protection of our residents.  

 
 Minimum Service Level to Remain Viable 

• Represents core services. 
• Services that must be done on a daily, monthly, or annual basis. 
• Examples: Payroll, Fire EMS, Right-of-way mowing 
 

• Continuation or Current Expanded Services 
• Represents a program, service, or activity that provides an enhancement to our core services for either the 

citizens or employees. 
 

• Examples: Citizen Police Academy, Special Events 
 



New Service Level 
• Decision packages for services that are not currently being funded.

When we started looking at our methodology we sat with the finance staff and came up with information we need to 
make our decisions. 

Decision Package Requirements   
Determine service level 
Core, Enhanced, or New 
Basic overview of program or service 
Expected benefit to the organization 
Non-funded consequences 
How does the package relate to the Strategic Plan Goals 

Financial/Program Expenditures  
Each service level package contained line item expenditure detail 
Included contracts, service letter agreement, or financial 

City Manager Review  
Each Director presented their service level packages to the Management Team. 

Mayor Heidemann – when you went through this process did you have to justify staff positions at that time 
or did you use what is existing today? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – we justify staff positions every time one becomes vacant. 

Mayor Heidemann – we have 163 employees in our budget now but don’t you go back to zero and say ok, I 
need this position and this position and go on from there? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – you can do that. We did not do that this year, it is a building 
block and this process generally takes 9 to 12 months to do. We started it in March and now it is June. In order 
to get these programs and services our staff spend a lot of time trying to get through this. What we plan on 
doing once we get through this in October of next year we will have to start the budget process for the following 
year. This was just services and we need to factor in vehicles, and the fuel associated with that and add it to 
the package. Another level is adding staff to those programs, how many staff members is required to provide 
that service and it is a long process and takes a lot of review to do that.  

Any time a position is open we have to justify whether we need that position. We do have three positions that 
we are recommending eliminating from our budget this year.  

Employee Compensation 
Earlier this year the City Council directed Guadalupe Ruiz to do a Compensation Study instead of going out 
for a consultant. She is in the process of doing that and we will have the management team review that within 
the next few weeks and that will be presented to Council on July 7th.  At that point we will get some direction 
from Council on how you want to proceed with the implementation of that and what type of compensation that 
you want to put into this budget for next year.  

Our minimum levels are about 4% to 6% behind the market. In talking with the management team we felt that 
the priority was to shift that minimum and shift the pay plans and we are recommending to shift those pay 
plans by 2%. We also have in the budget to continue the 3% step pay for eligible Public Safety employees. In 
2009 or 2010 we froze step plans for about 3 or 4 years and that caused a lot of compression issues for us and 



a lot of various problems and we do not recommend freezing those.  
 
Mayor Heidemann – what percentage of our 163 employees fall under that category? 
 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – we have about 36 fire fighters that are on that step plan and 
we have about 30 on the police side so it would be about 45%. 
 
Councilmember Harrison – that is the only ones that are in the step plan and in that shift it is just the fire and 
police, it is not the other employees.  

 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – correct, we did not address general merit increases. We will 
do evaluations this year but at this time we are not proposing a merit increase.  

 
Councilmember Harrison – the big savings is not in the general employee that is only $7,000 but compare it 
to the step and the shift that is where your big bucks are. 

 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – correct. Our public Safety employees are somewhere around 
4% to 6% behind the market and our general employees are within the market.  

 
Employee Insurance: 

 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – one of our largest benefits that we provide to the employees 
is our health insurance. We go out for bid about March/April and we get the proposals in at the end of May. 
We take the contracts to Council around August for Council approval. We received two proposals, our provider 
gave us a renewable rate of a 60% increase. That is 60% to the City and 60% to the employees. The other 
provider came in at 41%. I had some meetings with the broker and because the second provider came in at 
41% that he could get us down to about 35% increase. A 35% increase on our City insurance is about $486,000. 
Again that is 35% to the City and 35% to the employees.  

 
We did talk about plan changes and if that was an option. If you do plan changes you will have a savings to 
the City but it pushes more of the cost onto the employees. Typically when we do plan changes is when there 
is not an impact on our employees. Over the last few years we have done a lot of plan changes on our health 
insurance. We used to offer three plans and our insurance cost were escalating so we went to a high deductible 
plan and that is where our employees pay 100% of their health insurance cost until they reach their deductible. 
So they are paying their premium and they are paying 100% when they go to the doctor. If you are employee 
only that deductible is about $2,500 if you are on the employee/family plan that deductible is about $5,200 to 
$5,600. They pay that out of pocket plus the premium.  

 
The reason our costs went up so high is because of our loss factor. What health insurances do is figure out for 
every dollar that you are putting in premiums how much are they paying out in claims. Our loss factor right 
now for the last five months is right at 300% so for every $1.00 we put in they are paying out $3.00. 

 
Councilmember Garber – one of the things that we did in our company that really mitigated a lot of these 
costs for us and kept out loss factor down is we quit paying for spouses and family. A lot of folks do that 
because you cannot control your loss factors and I would almost recommend if you went back and looked you 
could see the types of losses. 

 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – we did talk about it and as far as the spouse and if the spouse 
is working at another job and they offer health insurance then they have to get their health insurance through 
their employer and cannot be on ours. The process would be that our employees would have to sign an affidavit 
that their spouse cannot get any other coverage and that is why they are on our plan. 



 
Health Insurance Plan 
Continue High Deductible (H.S.A) Insurance Plan  Projected 35% increase -$486,468 
Continue 75% dependent contribution rate 
Continue contribution to employee Health Savings Account of $1,000 

 

 
 
Dental Insurance Plan 
Projected 7.1% increase 
Continue 75% dependent contribution rate  Total increase - $2,361 

 

 
Total Insurance Monthly Impact      $35.68 to $97.56 
Texas Municipal Retirement System: 

 
The TMRS rate increased from 15.14% for 2016 to15.51% for 2017. 
 



 
 
(1) In December 2010, due to SB 350, the TMRS Board of Directors adopted changes to their 

actuarial assumptions and fund structure. The changes decreased the City Full retirement rate 
below the Phase-in rate as established in 2007. Therefore, the phase-in base is no longer 
applicable and the Full Retirement rate is the minimum required contribution. 
 

(2) In September 2013, the contribution statutory maximum provision for the City was removed. 
 

(3) In December 2013, the TMRS Board of Directors adopted changes to the mortality tables used 
in their actuarial assumptions. The board decided that a generational mortality tables is more 
accurate and includes automatic adjustments over time to reflect the expectation for continued 
mortality improvement (increasing life expectancies). 

 
(4) In December 2015, the TMRS Board of Directors adopted several changes to their actuarial 

assumptions. Such as the reduction of the investment return assumption from 7% to 6.75%, the 
reduction in the inflation assumption from 3% to 2.5%, the reduction of the payroll growth 
assumption, and the reduction in the forfeiture and disability rates. 

 
*All TMRS benefits are fully advanced-funded over each employee’s active working career. 
  
Benefits are funded by mandatory employee deposits, city contributions, and investment income. 
 
Contribution rates vary depending on benefits. Average contribution rate for cities for 2017 is 
15.76%. 
 
Each city stands on its own by having its own actuarial assets, liabilities, and funded ratio. Actuarial 
Valuations are based on long-term assumptions 
 
Membership – 296 
Active Members – 146 
Retirees – 61 
Inactive Members – 89 

 



Employee Benefits: 
 

 
 
FY 2016-2017 information shown above includes proposed positions. It also includes the 
elimination of Short-Term disability. Additionally, health and dental Insurance costs are shown 
at the current estimated rates for the 2016-17 fiscal year. The rates will be finalized by July 1, 
2016. 

 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – when we were going over the personnel manual there were 
several benefits in there that Council was not aware of. I thought it would be good to show all the benefits that 
City employees get and show the wages that we budget. 

 
We do have TMRS but we do not pay Social Security. Prior to 2006, the Council started a 401 plan. It is 
voluntary and the City pays 10% of what the employee contributions are and that was to offset the fact that we 
do not pay Social Security.  
 
Mayor Heidemann – it is a requirement to have a high school diploma but because we hired someone with a 
college degree we pay them an extra $100.00 a month? 
 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – I would think it was to encourage employees to continue 
their education and get a degree to have a more educated workforce.  
 
Councilmember Harrison – exactly.  
 
Councilmember Harrison – what is the car allowance for? 
 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – the car allowance is for your city manager in the amount of 
$7,200 and the sales tax fund, the $4,800 is for your Economic Development Director.  
 
Councilmember Harrison – who else get car allowance? 



Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – those are the only two individuals. 

Councilmember Garber – which of these items would be considered optional? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – the only ones that are mandatory would be your Medicare, 
Workers Comp, Texas Employment Commission, FICA, Cobra and Longevity. The rest you are not obligated 
to give. 

General Fund Service Levels: 

Minimum Service Level to Remain Viable Core Services 80 packages $2,022,671 
Represents core services. 
Services that must be done on a daily, monthly, or annual basis. 
Examples: Payroll, Fire EMS, Right-of-Way mowing 

Continuation of Current Expanded Services   Expanded Services 37 packages $265,635 
Represents a program, service, or activity that provides an enhancement to our core services for 
either the citizens or employees. 
Examples: Citizen Police Academy, Service Banquets 

New Service Requests Level New Services Requests 18 packages $1,447,604 
Decision packages for services or positions that are not currently being funded. 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – what we have here is an assumption and as we go through 
this process we will get feedback from the Council as to what you want to do with the tax rate. My assumption 
was to leave the tax rate flat at .58489. The Council will not adopt the tax rate until September 15, 2016. The 
first of August we will have a discussion and you will tell me exactly the highest tax rate that you want to 
consider. We will also calculate what the effective tax rate is and what our rollback tax rate is. The effective 
tax rate is typically the tax rate that generates the same amount of money as the prior year. The rollback rate 
is the highest tax rate that you can possibly tax without triggering a rollback election.  

Councilmember Garber – do we have any clue what are effective tax rate may end up being? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager - under our assumptions and with the variables we have today 
the effective tax rate with the 8% that we are projecting for AV value would be about $.55 cents. The current 
tax rate would be about $.3 cents higher than your effective tax rate. The problem when you have as much 
growth as we have right now is that your current tax rate is going to be really close to your rollback rate. 



    
 
 

 
 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – right now we are estimating about an 8% growth. We will 
have the final rate July 25th. In FY 2015 we had a $1.6 billion tax roll. If you take the assessed value of 1.8 
billion that we have had since April 1st, that would be about $172 million dollar increase to your existing values 
of your existing properties and those were properties that were on the tax roll last year.  

 
As far as new improvements they are not going to change much, what is going to change is your existing 



values. On new improvements we have about $36 million so about 2% of the roll is going to be new growth. 
That will change slightly but no much.  

 
If the roll stayed at 12% you are talking about a $1.2 million dollar increase in your tax revenues if you left 
with the current tax rate. 

 

 
 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – as of June 3 the average home was $231,000. If we 
maintain a flat tax rate from where we are this year that would about $112.00 a year increase in your 
average home owner’s tax bill. If you look at the last five years your average home values has increased 
about 15.9%.  



 
 

 
 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – when you look at new value, historically we have not added 
a lot of tax values on new properties to our tax rolls. It’s all been increases to your existing properties from 
year to year.  



 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager - Sales Tax Revenue has increased $217,264 or 20.56% from 
2010 to 2015. We are still on track to about a 5% increase this year over what we budgeted and we are 
projecting a 5% increase over budget next year. When we did the analysis on what made up our sales tax, we 
did it last year and we have asked for the data and still doing the analysis on it, but where we were given the 
biggest increase was on internet sales and that was our highest category of sales tax dollars. 

 

 
 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – we have an 8% growth in Assessed Valuation is what we are 
projecting right now and that is $578,634 increase to the General Fund revenues The fire service fees is our 
next highest increase that we are seeing in our revenues. In total we are looking at about $15.8 million. That is 
about $1 million dollars increase in our revenues and half of that is increase in assessed valuation, that will 
change based on what our actual increase is and the tax rate that the Council decides to set for the next year. 

 



 
 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – we are eliminating 3 positions, Fleet Service Mechanic, 
Recreation Specialist and two P/T Recreation folks. We transferred 1 Inspector from Streets to Engineering 
and the addition of 3 fire fighters. 

 



Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – we wanted to show what happened when we went through 
our service level budgeting. We took the base budget for all the departments.  

 

 
 

Curtis Birt, Fire Chief – we went through the budget this year there were things historically because of the 
cuts and financial problems in 2008/2009 we never budgeted for because we were never able to set up accounts 
for them to actually get them funded. We went through what we needed for each item and were able to go back 
and get some of those things funded. A couple examples are the outdoor weather sirens we never budgeted 
those and they are about $2,000 to $3,000 a year so we took it out of vehicles, bunker gear we had to take out 
of something else. Our vehicle repairs have been under $26,000 every year for the last three or four years and 
we have only been able to budget $16,000.  

 
Carrie West, Lieutenant – one of the big costs that we realized this year that we have not been providing for 
employees is the trauma plate that goes inside the vest. It was an additional $362 per vest on top of the $930.00 
for each vest. Essentially a vest is now going to cost us over $1,200. That was one of the things we discovered 
and we had to make up those funds elsewhere, along with some of our patrol rifles. 

 
Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – when you look at the new programs that I have in here, one 
is increase in legal fees that was cut last year by the City Manager. Typically, we budget somewhere between 
$230,000 to $260,000 dollars. The legal expenditures over the last 5 years have never dropped below $230,000 
and last year our legal expenditures were up at $300,000. As you know currently we are sitting at almost 
$500,000 this year. In looking at the first bill with Messer, Rockefeller and Fort it looks like we are going to 
use about $15,000 a month and that gives us a little bit of cushion if there is any extra things that come up. The 
volume that we are sending to the attorneys is increasing. Same thing with development on the engineering 
side, we are continually seeing a huge increase on plan reviews. This is a pass through so you are going to see 
$35,000 increase on the expenditure side and $35,000 increase on the revenue side so when a development 
comes through Fred Gibbs bills them for those costs that we send out to the engineer.  

 



We got the bills for the Joint Public Safety Facility when the building was occupied from CoServ on electricity 
and we pulled the bills on water and to mow it and maintain it and also to insure the building and added it on 
our insurance it will cost $70,000 for next year. We are going to have construction going on so we are going 
to need those services on. Probably once everyone moves in the following year you will see a reduction because 
we will no longer have utilities on in the police building and the fire headquarters building. 

 
In 2009 through 2011 we cut about $3 million dollars of expenditures out of the budget. On the street side 
Cody used to have about $500,000 dollars budgeted on streets for maintenance and various things. When the 
economy went down and we started using the street maintenance program to actually facilitate those, one of 
the expenditures that was gone was the street striping program so he has never had the money to stripe streets 
it has always been on a reactionary basis. We have five or six streets that we need to go in and start striping 
those and do a program where we do those on an annual basis instead of waiting until the striping is completely 
gone and for that it is about $22,000. Council had some meeting earlier this year to include an additional 
$30,000 for Right-of-way contract mowing for filling in the gaps on Church Street, finishing out Lake Sharon 
and some of the thoroughfares.    
 
When we do service level budgeting we can tell what things cost. We did the top 20 Core Packages. Your 
highest is legal fees followed by fire operations, right-of-way mowing and so forth.  

 

 
 
You have $265,635 in Expanded Services with the highest being Special Events. What is in here mostly are 
your Contingency Funds, staff training that is not mandatory, licenses and we have a WEB applications, the 
library, etc. those are not Core Services they are enhancements that we have done.  



 
 

When we look at our Fund Balance with the estimation that we have now we are looking at a fund balance 
requirement of about $3 million and for this current Fiscal Year we anticipate that it will come in at about $3.3 
million and that is above our fund balance requirement of 20% that the Council established in 2012. For 2017 
those numbers will change once we establish the tax rate and know what the AV Values and tax revenues are 
but under this projection we are looking at about $3.1 million.  

 
In 2015 we are about $200,000 better than what we have budgeted in the current years. Our revenues are up 
and we do anticipate our expenditures to be down. For 2016/2017 budget year, with the decision packages so 
far of $609,000 and reductions of positions and short term disability our expenditures would be about $15.6 
million. With this there is still about $246,000 left on the table to reduce taxes or add other services or programs 
that the Council may choose. Again that will change depending on what our tax rate and levy is. Looking out 
over the next four years we do have some positive revenues over expenditures if we maintain a 4% property 
tax growth over the next four years. I do think over the next four years we will probably will stay about 8% or 
9% so this is a very conservative forecast since historically we moved about average 3.7% over the last five 
years.  



 
 

 
We have the opportunity on your debt rate to reduce it .02 cents in 2017/2018 and .02 cents in 2021 so if the 
fire contracts go away you will have to shift those .02 cents over to the operations to try to offset the $2 million 
dollars that we could loose from the fire contracts. I do think you could do it without raising taxes. The fund 



balance will drop down to 20% in 2017/2018 and right under 15% for 2018/ 2019 and 2019/2020 and then we 
would start increasing again in 2021 as your revenues started increasing due to those .02 cents that you would 
shift on the tax rate.  

 
Your current fund balance policy says that we are going to try to achieve a 20% fund balance for the general 
fund however it gave at the Council’s discretion to drop that fund balance requirement to 15% for unforeseen 
issues that the City needed to deal with. However by doing that it also said the City Manager had to provide 
the Council with that drop a plan of how we would get it back up to that 20%. I think this would be a reason 
where you could drop it down to 15%.  

 
 
Unfunded New Requests: 
 

 
 
 

We have about $1 million dollars in unfunded requests. I do not have the two police officers in this scenario 
and that will be up to Council’s discretion to do that. We are looking at adding Technology upgrades for one 
time funding for the back-up system to back up all of our servers that we have here because that system is 
failing. The other was the phone system that we ranked pretty high. The phone system was purchased in 
2005/2006 for about $166,000 and we have had a lot of problems with it. The fire department has been out of 
phone services regularly and each time it has taken a little longer before we are able to get it back up because 
we are having difficulty getting replacement parts for it.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Utility Fund Service Levels: 
 

 
 

 
 



There is a little drop in the revenues of about $11.9. Our revenues have been trending down the last couple of 
years, we have had a lot of rain and so we budget conservatively and I did not want to keep those revenues 
high because we just don’t know what the weather patterns will be. We have just a slight decrease in the water 
fees but overall we have about $28 million dollars.  

 
Utility Fund Expenditure Summary: 

 
As far as your expenditures it includes the 26 full time employees from General Fund Streets Department. 
Wages and Benefits of about $1.7 million. One of the key things to know on the utility is you have some high 
dollar fees that we have no control over. Fixed fees you have Upper Trinity, we budgeted about $1.3 million 
and that increases anywhere from 3% to 5% a year. We are on a long term contract with Upper Trinity and the 
fees that they give us are what we have to expend and budget. 

 

 
 

We have two new one time projects of $65,000 and those are for our Utility Rate Study and we do that rate 
study every three years on our utility rates and we will start that process after the water/Wastewater Master 
Plan is done in December and depending on which projects are identified in that could impact our rates for the 
next three years. Also, $15,000 to update the engineering manual that has not been updated since 1999 and 
there are some inconsistencies with our development plan, our UDC and so forth and this will update that. 

 
Overall we are looking at about $163,000 increase from your core services and again those are mostly due to 
your fixed costs from Upper Trinity and your water charges.  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 



On average your annual debt service payment is about $920,000 over the course of the next few years and they 
have extended that to about $10 million dollars. 

 
 
 

 



We are right at the fund balance requirements for this fiscal year and that is where we are looking at for the 
2017 year. We have a 25% fund balance requirement.  

 
Utility Fund Financial Forecast: 

 
We have an excess revenues over expenditures over of about $77,000. We are looking at that effective fund 
balance being about 26.66%. Unless we have some projects that the Council would want to issue debt for, I 
think your utility rates are probably going to come in pretty flat, I don’t think we will see a decrease or any 
increase either. I think our rates are going to be enough to substantiate the expenditures that we have over the 
next few years.  

 

 
 

On our debt service for the general fund assuming an 8% growth in Ad Valorem and 4% for 2017-2020. If you 
left your tax rate flat on the debt service side you would have debt capacity of about $21.4 million starting in 
2018. You would have the capacity to do some capital projects if we had any to do. 

 
The outstanding debt in your general fund after issuing those $15 million for the facilities is at $33 million. 
You have so much capacity that if you decreased a cent in 2017/2018 and again in 2020 you would still have 
enough revenue at 4% growth over the next few years to cover all your debt service payments and would still 
have some debt capacity of about $2 million in 2022 and about $10 million in 2028. So you do have options 
in here, you can issue debt for more projects, depending on what happens with the fire service contract you 
will have anywhere from .04 cents to .06 cents on the tax rate that you would either be able to eliminate or 
shift some over to offset your expenditures on your operations side.  



 
 

 
 

Mayor Heidemann – if I understand basically where the City is right now, as far as our infrastructure goes 
we have completed most of that except for Lake Sharon is that correct? 



Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – correct. 

Mayor Heidemann – as far as this year with issuing the bonds we basically took care of all of our physical 
facilities within the City and that money will take care of that is that correct? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – that is correct. When we issued the $24 million in 2007 and 
supplemented the $10 million on escrow funds and various things, we basically took care of all your major 
streets at that point. With this issuance we take of the facility needs. Right now we do not anticipate any capital 
projects for next year or within the next three to five years.  

Once the water/wastewater master plan is done in January of next year the Council may want to consider 
creating a sub-committee to start looking to see what your priorities are within all these master plans that we 
have and what is it that you want to move forward with.  

Mayor Heidemann – one of the concerns I have is with Economic Development if we are attracting new 
businesses to this community we have to be able to support some of those things. If there is any type of 
incentive it has to come out of our savings and reserves that we have in Economic Development because we 
are not going to be able to generate any other revenues is that correct? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – no. I think your tax rate will be flat or reduced over the next 
few years. Again, the main kicker here is the fire contracts. We really have to figure out what is going to 
happen with that before we know how much capacity you have with anything else. If we do continue the fire 
contracts for another four years then you will have .04 cents to .06 cents that you can do something with and 
you can have a capacity within those .04 to .06 cents.  

Councilmember Glockel – I thought we were going to put Garrison Street in next year or did we pull it out? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – we put it in for about 4 years out and I thought the Council 
had pulled it out. 

Councilmember Glockel – I was just wondering how that was going to affect the roads if we get a fire station 
in that area. 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – the cost for Garrison is not much it is about $200,000 to 
$250,000.  

Councilmember Glockel – what about Lynchburg? That is not listed is it? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – no. We will not get the study back for Lynchburg until March 
of 2017 so I think once we get that study back Council will need to start going through those to figure out what 
the costs is going to be. Right now we don’t have any type of estimate to budget.  

Mayor Heidemann – under Council contingency and travel you have $15,000, do we use that much money? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – yes, Council travel has gone up to about $10,000 to $11,000 
in some years.  

Mayor Heidemann – Is this just for training? 

Lee Ann Bunselmeyer, Acting City Manager – yes, any training or conferences that the Council goes to. 
Would you like for me to give you an analysis on the exact amount we have been spending on an annual basis? 



Mayor Heidemann – yes. 

There was no Closed Session. 

CLOSED SESSION 

The City Council will convene in such executive (closed session) to consider any matters regarding any of the 
above listed agenda items as well as the following matters pursuant to Chapter 551 of the Texas Government 
Code. 

Section 551.071. (1)Private consultation with its attorney to seek advice about pending or contemplated litigation; 
and/or settlement offer; and/or (2) a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the government body under the 
Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State of Texas clearly conflicts with chapter 551. 

Section 551.072. To deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property if deliberation in an open 
meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the governmental body in negotiations with a third 
person. 

Section 551.074. To deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or 
dismissal of a public officer or employee; or to hear a complaint or charge against an officer or employee. 

a. Deliberation of the employment, reassignment, or duties of the City Manager.
Section 551.087. To deliberate or discuss regarding commercial or financial information that the governmental
body has received from a business prospect that the governmental body seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or
near the territory of the governmental body and with which the governmental body is conducting economic
development negotiations; or to deliberate the offer of a financial or other incentive to a business prospect.

After discussion of any matters in closed session, any final action or vote taken will be in public by the City Council. 
City Council shall have the right at any time to seek legal advice in Closed Session from its Attorney on any agenda 
item, whether posted for Closed Session or not. 

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION TO TAKE ACTION, IF NECESSARY, ON CLOSED SESSION ITEM 

Mayor Heidemann adjourned the Workshop at 10:56 P.M. 

ADJOURN: 

Kimberly Pence, City Secretary 
City of Corinth, Texas

Kimberly Pence




